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SAINT FRANCIS
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
CHURCH
STAFF:
Ministers:
All God’s Children
Pastor:
Andy Conder
Director of
Children & Youth:
Jennie Dugan
Chancel Choir
Director:
Natalie McKnight
Accompanist:
Dr. L. Mark Lewis

Our next
meeting is 9/5

MONTHLY BREAKFAST MEETINGS
2ND SUNDAY
OF THE MONTH
7:30AM-PAVILION

AGAPE CIRCLE
MEETS 1st
THURSDAY’S
10AM-PAVILION

2nd Saturday’s
10AM - Brunch
For info, contact
Debra Pressley
hmpressley@carolina.rr.com

MIND, BODY SPIRIT YOGA
FRIENDSHIP
BIBLE STUDY
Wednesday’s
10AM—Pavilion

EVERY WEDNESDAY

(resumes 9/18)

@ 8:30 AM in the Sanctuary

FINANCE
CORNER

(as of 5/31/19)
Gen. Operating Receipts
$185,927
Gen. Operating Expenses
$180,602
Annual Budget
$445,000

The other day preschool had dismissed, and Iris Sunderland was
standing outside of my office waiting for her dad. She was laughing and talking and I just couldn’t help but stop and converse with
that little cutie. Right off the bat she shot her arm up in the air to
show me the sticker on her hand. Through a huge grin at being so
proud of the sticker she said, “look,” as she pointed to show off
her prize gift for the day. “What is that, Iris?” “It’s a rainbow,” she
exclaimed. “What does that rainbow mean, Iris?” She paused and
told about the colors of the rainbow. She looked at her hand and
back up again. “When you see a rainbow, what does that mean?”, I asked. All of
sudden her face lit up and her eyes got really big and she shouted, “Jesus loves me. It
means Jesus loves me.” We all celebrated and cheered that our 3-year-old Iris already
knows how much she is loved by Jesus and that she wasn’t afraid to proclaim it. What
a gift. What a blessing. The rest of the day I think my eyes were a little wider in
seeing God at work around me. It was a little
Upcoming Sermon
easier to see goodness. My day was a little
Series:
brighter. That’s what happens when Jesus
RELATIONAL VAMPIRES
shows up.
“Lord, never let me not feel your presence.”
I’ve prayed that prayer every day for over 20
years. I know what it is like not to have Jesus
and I know what it’s like to have Jesus. And
believe me, having Jesus is a much, much
better deal. Every single day for 20+ years
my prayer has been answered. Maybe not
in the ways you would think or even the ways
that I sometimes hoped, but answered all the
same. And when I see God at work, I get
wide-eyed. I giggle. I shout “Jesus loves me.”
The good news is: Jesus loves you too. Jesus
loves us all.
Blessings,

TUESDAY LUNCH LADIES

Contact: Janis Robertson @ jerobertson@carolina.rr.com

Administrative
Assistant:
Michele Barrett

(Next Meeting—9/8)

(see calendar for exceptions)

WE’RE OFF FOR THE SUMMER!
But the FUN continues on September 26!

Preschool Director
& Kid’s Events:
Pam Cook

July - August, 2019

IGNITE Receipts

11:30AM
Various local eateries
See calendar for details
Questions? Email Susan:
sandersen@carolina.rr.com

$76,673

Pastor Andy

July
7/7 - The Hypocritical
7/14 - Abby Dwiggins preaching

ORIGIN STORIES
7/21 - Trust in the Word of God
7/28 - Treasuring Creation
August
8/4 - Jesus walked where we
walked
8/11 - Love other
8/18 - God stands strong no matter
what comes
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY
8/25 - BACK TO SCHOOL SUNDAY

IGNITE 3-Year Goal
$675,000
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...providing refuge from the clamor of the world.

HOW HAS GOD BEEN REVEALED IN YOUR LIFE?

HOW HAS BEEN REVEALED IN YOUR LIFE?

When Pastor Andy asked each of the staff to write about how God shows up in our lives, I
thought to myself, well this is easy. The hard part for me is putting words on paper and then
keeping those words within the confines of a newsletter article. I have been working at St.
Francis as the Administrative Assistant for nearly 18 years now. I can tell you without a shadow
of a doubt that St. Francis UMC is a very special place. I sit at work each and every day and see
God through each of you!

When Andy asked us to share a story that we have experienced during
our spiritual journey, I knew immediately what I needed to share but I
wasn’t quite sure that I wanted to share it. Because you see, a little over
a year ago, my life, as I knew it, fell apart. How does a Christian woman
wake up one morning and learn that her 21-year marriage is over? How
do you tell your friends, your family and your church? It was hard – very
hard!!! I was afraid of being judged and questioned and my self-esteem
was more than deflated. I knew it wasn’t something that I could hide and, quite frankly, I needed my friends, my family and my church. And I found out very quickly that there was no judging, no questions asked,
and everyone did everything to empower me during the worst time of my life. But the most important thing that I
have learned through all of this is that God has been with me every step of the way. My relationship with Christ is
stronger than it ever has been. There isn’t a day that goes by that I don’t spend time in God’s word and with God in
prayer. And I know, that no matter what life throws at me again, I can get through it because God promises to never
leave nor forsake us. I hold onto that promise every day. “… Be strong and courageous …” (Joshua 1:9a).

I see God the provider, feeding the hungry when Patty and Debbie come in during the week with the harvest
collections for Common Cupboard. I see God the comforter, when Judy brings in weighted blankets and vests for
Allegray to wrap, and then be handed out to children with sensory conditions (at no cost to their families). I see
Jesus, the teacher, when our preschool teachers teach our children manners, kindness, and what it means to be a
good friend. I see faithful stewards of God’s church when Mike, Bruce, Barry, or a number of other men and
women stop by on their lunch break or day off to repair a light fixture, a broken cabinet, or a leaky sink. I see God’s
goodness each Thursday when someone stops by the church to pick up the bulletins to fold or when Gay stops by
just to save me a trip to the bank each week; when Janis positions the articles for the newsletter just right for me. I
could go on endlessly, really, but you get the idea.
As I started out saying, St. Francis is a very special place, because you are here, and God is so evident in you. I am
very blessed to be here.

And today – I am starting over. I’m currently living in an apartment in Huntersville while building a new house. It is
so exciting, and I can honestly say that I am in a “great” place and it’s all because of God’s love and grace. Thank you,
St. Francis family, for your love, prayers and encouragement. What a blessing it is to serve with you every week!!!!!
Natalie McKnight

Michele Barrett

When I think about how God is working, moving, or leading me in my life I can’t help but
think of the path that lead me here to St Francis. Last fall I was discerning whether or not I
was ready to start candidacy in the Methodist church. On my candidacy retreat I met Pastor
Andy in passing and one day during worship she told me “I think you need to preach at my
church.” I thought “no, no, no” but I knew God was saying” you better say “yes, yes, yes!”
I put Andy off for awhile but she kept saying I think you need to do this. When I was
preparing for the first time I preached at St. Francis, God gave me a word to preach that
made me feel right at home here. Little did I know I would be back here preaching again,
but to my own congregation as a part of its’ church family. From Andy reaching out to me
about this position to the place I was in my discernment and life, God prepared the way and
has used so many of my experiences and gifts to place me right here for a purpose. I get chills sometimes thinking of
my path to St. Francis UMC. God is here, working, moving, leading.
Jennie Dugan
You have heard me say a thousand times that I have the best job in the world and one thing that
makes it so great is that "God sightings" are so easily spotted in the littlest ones. They are the first
to say they love Jesus and they aren't intimidated at all to tell you that Jesus loves them. In fact
they will tell you very matter of fact that it is true. The other day we were talking about Jesus, since
our theme for Summer Fun this week was Noah's Ark. When one little fellow was asked where Jesus
lives he pointed to his chest and smiled. Yes, in fact he had it right, Jesus lives in our hearts. We all
know this but sometimes I think we forget it or possibly take it for granted. The end of another school year is a happy time, but also I always feel a little sad that we are sending our oldest preschoolers out into the world where they
may not hear every day that Jesus loves them and is a part of their lives. As you head into your
"Summer Fun" please keep in mind that Jesus lives in all of us and let us all, maybe even try to be a
little more like our littlest ones; and not be afraid to tell people that Jesus loves them and that he
lives in each of our hearts. Wishing you a wonderful summer filled with "God sightings".

Youth Highlights
July:
Wednesday’s - Bible Study @ Panera’s in Waverly
6 to 7 pm (not 7/24)
July 8
- Hang Time in Youth Hut: 1 to 3 pm
July 13
- White Water Center: 10 am to 3 pm
July 21-27
- YOUTH MISSION TRIP
August:
Sunday’s
Aug. 12-15

- Youth Group @ 4 pm
- Youth Confirmation Camp 9 - 3 PM

God Bless, Pam Cook
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