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St. Francis youth pose for a picture at Kate’s Skating Center in Indian Trail during '7os Skating Night on
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Entering a New Season

Wow...the start of another school year
is already here! It seems like just last
Wednesday night that we were shar-
ing “school’s almost out” as our high
for the week!

While I'm certain that waking up four
hours earlier each day (a generous
approximation?) and leaving behind
your relative freedom for another nine
months of teachers and tests has not
been met with enthusiasm, the pass-
ing of summer still gives cause for
some excitement, and here’s why (in

case you think I'm crazy):

Each year, as summer passes, our
youth programs take time to regroup
and refocus in preparation for the
new season set before us, and this
year I'm especially excited to see what

the upcoming months hold in store
as we continue to grow deeper in
our Christian faith.

I hope you'll sense as you (youth
and parents) read this issue of
Youth News and learn about each of
the upcoming events for the months
of September and October that
there truly is no better time than
right now to get involved with the
Student Ministries of St. Francis. As
summer winds down and school
resumes, | look forward to sharing
in this new season with all of you.

Grace and Peace,
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Looking Ahead to
October:

10/4:

CROP Hunger Walk
10/10:

Gleaning

10/18:

Blessing of the Animals
Service
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October Gleaning with Society of St. Andrew

Gleaning, the act of collecting left-
over crops from farmers’ fields
after they have been commercially
harvested, appears in several dif-
ferent books of the Hebrew Bible
(see, for example, Ruth 2, Leviti-
cus 19 and Deu-
teronomy 24).
The Torah
tasked growers
to allow the

poor to follow
behind the har-
vesters and claim the extra crops
while also stipulating that farmers
leave some crops along the edges
of their fields so those less fortu-
nate did not starve.

While generosity is no longer re-
quired by law, many farmers and
volunteers remain actively in-

volved in the practice of gleaning
fields in an effort to provide food

Paintball Trip 2 Sat., Sept. 12

St. Francis youth will travel to
Paintball Central in Rock Hill on
Saturday, September 12th for a
day of paintball. Our group reser-
vation is from 10am-1pm, and we’ll

leave from the church at 8:45am.

As with the gleaning trip, we will
need volunteers to help with
transportation for this event.
Please let Matt know if you are
available to drive.

Youth are encouraged to invite a
friend or two, but are asked to
keep in mind that we are aiming

for the hungry.

On Saturday, October 10th St.
Francis youth will participate in
an area gleaning set up by Society
of St. Andrew. Depending on the
availability of leftover crops, we
will either glean tomatoes in
China Grove or peaches in Rock
Hill. If we are unable to glean on
Oct. 10 (due to weather or late
harvests), our backup gleaning
date is Saturday, November
14th, which will put us into the
gleaning season for turnip greens
and other fall crops.

We won’t know the exact time for
this activity until it draws closer,
but most gleanings take roughly
2.5 hours to complete and start
early enough to beat the heat,
usually sometime around g:00am.
[ will send along additional infor-
mation on this activity as it be-

to have at least 1 girl
player for every 2

guys.
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The $37 player fee includes rental
equipment (marker and goggles),
all-day air and 500 paintballs. Ex-
tra paintballs are available at an
additional cost ($7.95 for 200,
$17.95 for 500).

Some suggestions (from PBC):

o Wear dark, baggy clothing
that you don’t mind getting
dirty or tattered.

e A pair of gloves is recom-

N

comes available.

As we prepare to glean, please set
aside some boxes for our crops
(we can’t use bags). We will need
approximately 50 for our entire
group. Also, all volunteers will
need to complete a Society of St.
Andrew Gleaning Form, which
can be picked up at church or ac-
cessed on the Youth Ministries
website and completed anytime
before Oct. 10th.

Society of St. Andrew will deliver
the majority of the crops we col-
lect. We will deliver the remaining
crops to a local food ministry.

If you are available to provide
transportation for this activity,
please contact Matt Smith as soon
as possible to sign up.

mended, even if it is a cheap
pair of gardening gloves.

« Bring bug repellant.

What not to wear or bring to the
park (from PBC):

e Shorts, Thin clothing.
« Bright colored clothing.
e Metal baseball spikes.

e Paint bought somewhere
other than Paintball Central.
Finally, all youth should bring
money for a late lunch on the way
home from the park.

SFUMC
student

ministries
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