
The Sound Off for Pov-

erty is underway and 

we’re off to great a start!  

So far our youth  have 

been considering the re-

lationship between tun-

ing out (life’s distrac-

tions) and tuning in 

(God’s heart for the 

This year’s Youth Sunday 

is scheduled for March 

15th. In leading both the 

8:30 and the 10:30 service,    

our youth will share their 

experiences from the 

three-day “Media Fast” 

which will begin on Fri-

day, March 13th and con-

clude on Youth Sunday.   

poor). In the weeks 

ahead, we’ll be asking 

important questions such 

as, Who is my neighbor?, 

What does it mean to 

have Compassion?, and 

What can I do to help the 

(Continued on page 2) 

St. Francis Youth Sound 

Off  for Poverty  

Weddington Park Visit  

Next Sunday, March 1, 

our youth will travel to 

Weddington Park As-

sisted Living in Matthews 

(just off Weddington Rd., 

across the street from the 

Siskey YMCA) to visit 

with the residents. Our 

group will sing some of 

our favorite songs, and all 

musically inclined youth 

are encouraged to bring 

an instrument to play.  

We’ll meet at Wedding-

ton Park at 4:00. Youth 

should arrange to be 

picked up at 5:00. 
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This summer the Senior High Youth will take part in Project Noah, a disaster relief and emer-

gency home repair outreach ministry located in Slidell, Louisiana (see page 3 for more info). 

Youth Sunday  

Saint Francis United Methodist Church 

   ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ  

     time for  

     ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΧ  

     a time to  

     be silent  

     and a time  

     ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪΦέ 
     Ecclesiastes 3:1a, 7b 

After prayerfully consider-

ing all of the youth service 

opportunities available for 

the upcoming summer, we 

are excited to announce 

that reservations have 

been made for two fantas-

tic mission trips! During 

the week of July 12-17, our 

Middle School group will 

travel to Henderson Set-

tlement in Frakes, Ken-

tucky to continue the 

work of meeting basic 

needs in rural Appalachia. 

The following week, July 

19-25, our Sr. High group 

(ninth grade and above) 

will travel to Slidell, Lou-

isiana to participate in 

Project NOAH (New Or-

leans Area Hope), a disas-

(Continued on page 3) 

Summer Missions 

Announcements!  

WE’RE ON THE WEB! 
S T F R A N C I S  

C H A R L O T T E . O R G /
Y O U T H _ M I N I S T R I E S . H T M  



During the month of April our youth 

will play an active role in fighting 

world hunger and helping save kids’ 

lives as they participate in World 

Vision’s 30 Hour Famine.   

World Vision is a Christian relief and 

development organization dedicated 

to helping children and their com-

munities reach their full potential by 

tackling 

the causes 

of poverty 

and injus-

tice. Mo-

tivated by 

faith in 

Jesus, 

World 

Vision is 

commit-

ted to 

serving the poor as a demonstration 

of God’s unconditional love for all 

people. More information about 

World Vision can be found online at 

www.worldvision.org.  

World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine 

started in the U.S. 17 years ago as a 

way for junior high, high school and 

college-age students to help save – 

and change – children’s lives. By go-

ing without food for 30 hours and 

raising money to help needy chil-

dren, young people gain a deeper 

awareness of the needs in our world 

and realize that they can play a vital 

role in making a difference.  

During their 30 hours, students go 

without food (but can drink plenty 

of water and juices) to experience 

true hunger and learn powerful les-

sons of compassion for those who 

live with hunger daily. If you have 

April Spotlight: 30 Hour Famine  Sound Off for Poverty  

poor?      

In addition to our upcoming 

“Media Fast,” the three days 

(Marck 13-15) during which our 

youth (and parents?) will go 

without all forms of electronic 

media—defined as the internet, 

cell phones, television and video 

games—we’ll also be heading up 

a Food and Items Drive in our  

local community. 

Adults, please begin to consider 

what you can do to support our 

efforts. Joining us in our Media 

Fast, sponsoring our youth and/

or participating in the aforemen-

tioned projects are all excellent 

ways to get involved and show 

your support for the important 

work are kids are doing. 

(Continued from page 1) 

any health-related questions about 

fasting, we strongly advise you con-

sult your family doctor prior to par-

ticipation. It is not required that stu-

dents fast in order to participate in 

the 30 Hour Famine.  

Lastly, you and your family can im-

pact a needy child’s life all year long 

through child sponsorship. As a 

sponsor, you’ll receive background 

information and a photo of your 

sponsored child. You’ll also receive 

periodic progress reports and up-

dated photos, and you can even ex-

change letters and pictures. For a 

dollar a day – just $30 a month – you 

and your family can provide im-

proved health, nutrition and educa-

tion to a child in need. Visit 

www.30hourfamine.org/child to 

sponsor a child today!  

By OLIVIA GEORGE On January 24th, our youth group participated in a 

new project for area children’s hospitals. Christine Englund heard an ad-

vertisement on "HIS" 

radio regarding the col-

lection of Valentine’s 

cards for children in 

hospitals. More 

than twenty youth and 

adults came out to 

decorate and create 

over 100 valentines. Our 

valentines incorporated 

crafty styles of note 

cards, bracelets, pencils, 

bookmarks and fishes n' 

wishes. Made with love, 

our valentines were 

mailed to the radio sta-

tion for distribution. 
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Summer Missions Announcements!  

ter relief and emergency 

home repair outreach min-

istry sponsored by Slidell 

First United Methodist 

Church.   

Henderson Settlement: 

July 12-17 

Each year Henderson Set-

tlement partners with indi-

viduals and churches across the coun-

try to touch the lives of families in 

need and to display the love of Christ 

through service.  

For the cost of $200 per person, each 

member of our group will play an 

(Continued from page 1) 

active role in the ongoing work of 

Henderson Settlement and share in 

a truly transformative group experi-

ence.   

Project NOAH: July 19 -25 

Despite the lack of media attention, 

cities in South Louisiana are still in 

desperate need of help. Project 

NOAH volunteers work together to 

repair and build homes for families 

in the New Orleans area affected by 

Hurricane Katrina.  

For the cost of $225 per person, our 

group will focus on remedying the 

substandard living conditions for 

individuals caught in economic dis-

tress and unable to complete a long 

list of necessary home repairs them-

selves. Group members should ex-

pect to return home with an ex-

panded view of the world and an 

inspiration for creating ways to be 

involved in our own community.   


