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Introducing Youth News

Youth News, the newly conceived
newsletter of the St. Francis
youth, represents an attempt to
keep youth, parents and the larger
St. Francis community up to date
on upcoming youth events, stud-
ies and other newsworthy happen-
ings. Much like the church-wide
monthly newsletter, Youth News
will seek to provide comprehen-
sive details for all monthly youth
events. Now, rather than search-
ing your inbox every time you
forget an event detail, you can

The Sr. High group celebrates after conquering the high ropes course at Camp Tekoa in Novem-
ber. Our Middle School group will make the trip to Tekoa in May.

look to the newsletter for all the
information you need for the
month.

Eventually the newsletter will
include articles, pictures and
other items submitted by the St.
Francis youth. Parents, please feel
free to share your ideas as well. If
there is something specific that
would be helpful to you or that
you would just like to see included
in the youth newsletter, let us

know.
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Fantastic Film Night

The next
Youth Movie S
Night is just
around the
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corner on
Sunday,
February 15.
We'll meet
at 6:00 at
the
McWilliams’ house to watch Dis-
ney Pixar’s Wall-E. The film runs
98 minutes in length, so arrange
to be picked up at 8:00. (Keep in
mind, this is not a school night, as
schools are closed on Monday the
16th for Presidents’ Day.)

Directions: to be emailed
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Super Bowl Parties

Come join us for this year’s youth
Super Bowl parties on Sunday,
February 1st! This year’s Middle
School party will be held in the
recently upgraded (see ‘Thank
You!) Youth Cave (a.k.a., the
Scout Hut). The Senior High party
will be at the Richards’ house
(2415 Honey Creek Lane, Mat-
thews). Both parties will begin at
5:30 and end at the conclusion of
the game.
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Food & Drink Responsibilities
for Respective Parties:

6th & gth Grade: Chips & Drinks
7th & 10th Grade: Desserts

8th & nnth/12th Grade: Finger
Foods

Come ready to eat! Pizza and
wings will be provided at both
parties.

Thank Youl!

The St. Francis youth would like to
thank the Ary family for their very
generous donation of a 48” high
definition TV and an entertainment
center to the group. The TV took
the place of an older model in the
Scout Hut. Not only has the TV
served to update our meeting space;
it has already enhanced our group
studies and is sure to do so for
many years to come.
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March Spotlight:
Sound Off for Poverty

The St. Francis youth are preparing to participate in The
Love INC Sound Off for Poverty. The Sound Off for
Poverty educates young people about poverty in Amer-
ica, and empowers them to do something about it by
raising funds (or items) and awareness to help people in
need.

Our youth will collect money and various items for every
day they go without electronic entertainment in order to
help the poor. By conducting a “Media Fast,” our youth
will tune out life’s distractions (iPods, cell phones, TV,
internet, etc.) and tune into God’s heart for the poor.
Before and during the Media Fast, our youth will also
participate in educational activities about poverty, Bible
studies, a community service project (TBA) to help
people in need, and public awareness activities to high-
light the needs of the poor.

Love In the Name of Christ (Love INC) is a national
Christian organization whose mission is to mobilize the
Church to
transform
lives and
communi-
ties in the
Name of
Christ.
Founded
in1977,
Love INC
has more
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30 states,

represent-

ing a

network of
nearly
9,000 churches, 6,000 community-based organizations,
and over 300,000 volunteers meeting more than one
million needs each year. Funds raised by our youth
through The Sound Off for Poverty will support the
work of Love INC affiliates in meeting the needs of the
poor in their local communities. The funds also help
develop new Love INC affiliates across the country so
that more people in need can be helped in the name of
Christ.

The Sound Off series will begin in mid-February and the
Media Fast will run from Friday, March 13 through Sun-
day, March 15. (Oh, and don’t worry...March Madness
begins on the 17th.) The last day of the Media Fast coin-
cides with this year’s Youth Sunday, providing our youth
with an opportunity to share their experiences from
their fasts with the St. Francis community.

As your child participates in The Sound Off for Poverty,
please consider sponsoring them and even joining them
in a Media Fast. Most importantly, please pray for our
youth group as we “make some noise” on behalf of peo-
ple in need. Through The Love INC Sound Off for Pov-
erty, we are making a difference in the lives of people in
need right here in our community and across our coun-

try.

Winterplace Ski Trip

The youth ski trip to Winterplace Ski Resort in
Ghent, West Virginia is just around the corner! If
you haven't signed up for the trip yet, it’s not too

night. Youth rooms sleep six. Separate rooms for
non-chaperoning adults and families can be added
to the group reservation or reserved individually by

late, but be sure to contact Matt Smith
no later than Wednesday, February
11th if you're still interested in go-
ing. Remember, the ski trip is open
to all church families.

The dates for the trip are Friday,
February 20 through Saturday,
February 21. We'll leave from the
church parking lot at 4:00 PM on
Friday and return around 9:00 PM
on Saturday.

Based on our current numbers,
the cost of this trip is set at $1337.
This amount will cover the cost
of an all day lift ticket, an all day

A

ski rental, transportation and

lodging. For those bringing their
own equipment, $24 will be sub-
tracted from the total cost of your x‘

trip ($109). For those renting a snow- e

board instead of skis, add an additional $15 to
your total cost ($148).

In addition to all of this, our resident ski guru,

calling Country Inn & Suites at (304) 252-5100.
Please let Matt Smith know if you'll be making your

own arrangements.

Don'’t forget to bring...

® Money for three meals: dinner on Friday and
lunch and dinner on Saturday (Country Inn &
Suites offers a free continental breakfast)

® A modest swimsuit (Country Inn & Suites
has an indoor pool and hot tub)

® Warm, dry socks—no cotton.

® Snow/water resistance pants—very
important, your first day will acquaint
your butt to the snow; keep it warm
and dry.

1 Please note that
L while skiing costs
are fixed (lift ticket,
$49; ski rental, $24; snowboard rental, $39), lodg-
ing and transportation costs will depend on our
final numbers and, therefore, will fluctuate. Keep
in mind, the larger our group, the lower the cost!

Andy Jackson, has offered to give lessons free of

charge to beginners and those in need of a re-
fresher.

Reservations have been made at Country Inn &

Suites by Carlson in Beckley, WV for Friday
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WE'RE ON THE WEB!
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