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Youth Collect Food, Items for Urban Ministry Center
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Last month our youth collected food and various items to donate to the Charlotte Urban Ministry Center, an inter-faith organiza-

tion serving those who face homelessness and poverty.

As part of the recently completed Sound
Off for Poverty series, St. Francis youth
conducted a “Reverse Offering” and took
part in a Food Scavenger Hunt to collect
items for Charlotte’s Urban Ministry Cen-
ter.

We would like to thank everyone that
participated in both of these events. You
helped us collect much more than we had
anticipated! Pam Keth delivered all dona-
tions to the Urban Ministry Center and
reported that “they were VERY happy and
pretty amazed and overwhelmed. They
were also amazed at how much a subur-

ban holds! It just kept coming out and
coming out!” Again, thank you so much
for helping us serve those in need in our
local community.

The winning team for the Food Scaven-
ger Hunt included Molly Smith, Jackson
Evans, Chris Paschal and Lauren Cas-
sady.

The Urban Ministry Center, located at
945 N. College St., is an inter-faith or-
ganization serving those who face
homelessness and poverty in the Char-
lotte area.

Ice Skating Trip? Sunday, April 19th (2:30-4:30)

On Sunday, April 19th, our group will

meet at Extreme Ice Center in In-
dian Trail to ice skate from 2:30-
4:30. The cost to skate ($8
with a group of 15+,
$11 with 14 or less)

includes skate rental. Please bring cash
to pay for your skating, as we will pay
with one payment as a group.

Youth will need to arrange transpor-
tation to and from the center.

(Continued on page 2)

WE’'RE ON THE WEB!
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April Birthdays:

Sydney Weaver? 5th
Doug Irwin? 13th
Brendan Paschal? 16th

John Lamm? 24th

30 Hour Famine

Having recently com-
pleted
their three
-day Me-
dia Fast,
the youth
are busy

gearing up
for the 30 Hour Famine,

(Continued on page 3)
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Summer Missions Updates

Signup sheets for the Middle School
and Senior High Summer Mission
Trips are now posted on the youth
bulletin board.

The Middle School group, which cur-
rently consists of 8 youth and 7
adults, will travel to Henderson Set-
tlement during the week of July 12-18.
So far, we have committed to building
two decks with handicap ramps. If
our numbers grow, we’ll be able to
commit to additional projects, so
spread the word and please consider
signing up for this trip.

Directions to Extreme

Ice Center

From St. Francis:

e Head East on [-485

o Take Exit 51 to merge onto E.
Independence Blvd./US-74
toward Monroe (3 miles)

e Turn Left at Indian Trail Rd.
N./Indian Trail-Fairview Rd./
NC-1008 (1 mile)

e Arrive at Extreme Ice Center,
4705 Indian Trail-Fairview

The Senior High group, which cur-
rently consists of 13 youth and 7
adults, will travel the following
week, July 19-25, to Slidell, LA to
take part in Project NOAH (New
Orleans Are Hope). The first pay-
ment of $125 for the Project
NOAH trip is due by Sunday,
April 19th. The remaining cost,
$100, will be due upon arrival.

If interested in participating in one
of these trips, please sign up or con-
tact Matt Smith for further infor-
mation, but be sure to act fast; July
is sneaking up on us. Also, please
keep in mind that need-based
scholarships are available for all
youth trips.

May Spotlight:
Camp Tekoa

Reservations have been made at
Camp Tekoa for a Middle School
Retreat
during the
weekend of
May 15-17.
This trip is
exclusively
for Middle
School stu- ;‘
dents (6"-
8™ grade) and will include activities

such as the climbing tower and low
ropes course. Visit the youth bulle-
tin board to sign up. While the cost
of this trip has not yet been final-
ized, it should work out to $75 or
less. Further information to follow.

Sound Off for Poverty Reflections

What did you learn from last month’s “Media Fast”?
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electronic-centered compulsions. Despite having become somewhat of a slave

to my facebook account, cellular device, and other electronic furnishings, |

was surprisingly happy to relinquish myself from my electronic bondages and,
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30 Hour Famine

(Continued from page 1)

an international youth movement to
fight hunger in which young people
abstain from food for a period of
thirty hours. In addition to raising
funds to aid those in need, our youth
will experience true hunger and learn
powerful lessons of compassion for
those who live with hunger daily.
Youth will complete this year’s 30
Hour Famine during the church lock-
in scheduled for Friday, April 24 -
Saturday, April 25, 8PM-7AM. Please
consider sponsoring our young peo-
ple as they “starve for food.”

April Volunteers

Starting this month, there will be a
monthly volunteer schedule for all
monthly youth events. As you can
see below, there are still several
openings for the month of April.
Please contact Matt Smith A.S.A.P. if
you are available to fill one of these
slots. (According to safe sanctuary
guidelines, there need to be two
adults in both Bible Studies.)

Middle School Bible Study

April 1: Connie George,

April 8: No Bible Study (Holy Week)
April 15:

April 22:

April 29:

Senior High Bible Study

April 1: Matt Smith, McWilliams
April 8: No Bible Study (Holy Week)
April 15: Connie George,

April 22: Matt Smith, McWilliams
April 29: Matt Smith, McWilliams

30 Hour Famine Lock-In
(Fri., 4/24 8PM> Sat, 4/25 7TAM)
Chaperone 1: Matt Smith

Chaperone 2 (female):

Chaperone 3:
Food Prep: Penny Purcell

APRIL 2009

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
Bible Study
5:45-8
5 & 7 ] 9 10 11
Youth Mo Bible Study
4-5:30 {Haly week)
12 13 14 15 1a 17 18
Sunrise Service
(Youth Led) Bible Study
6:45-8
No Youth
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
lce Skating Bible Study 30 Hour Famine
2:30-4:30 6:45-8 Lock-In *
26 27 28 29 30
No Youth Bible Study
5:45-8




